128                          THE CONTROVERSY

with the claims of the United States, and therefore it
must be set aside. Nothing surely could be more
natural, nothing less calculated to provoke a breach!
Nay, rather, it is a healing measure, a special evidence
of good will! " I am sure/' says Mr Elaine, " Her
Majesty's Government will find in the views now sug-
gested, and the propositions .now submitted, additional
evidence of the desire of this Government to remove all
possible grounds of controversy between two nations,
which have so many interests in common, and so" many
reasons for honourable and lasting peace."

It is an invidious task to have to dispel these pleasant
hallucinations, and to subject to the test of reason and
authority the novel views that came so trippingly from
the pen of Mr Elaine. Yet it is necessary to do so in
the interests of peace and goodwill. Nothing is gained
by letting the people of the United States believe that
\ve acquiesce in the crude notions of international right
put forward by their late Secretary of State. It is more
open and manly to challenge them at once; so that a
clear appreciation of points of difference may be a first
step to their settlement on honourable terms. We feel
most cordially towards the United States the goodwill
Mr Elaine has expressed on their part towards us; and
in the interests of that goodwill we join issue with him
on almost every point he has raised in his despatches.

Let us take first the argument that the conditions
under which the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty was made have
entirely changed. Mr Elaine dwells with perfect truth
upon the marvellous development of the Pacific States
of. the Union, and points out that, vast as are the pro-
portions which their trade has already attained, they are
but at the beginning of their industrial career. The